
Specialist Breast Service

Ultrasound
High resolution ultrasound scanning is used to 
take clear images of the breast. It provides better 
definition of normal and abnormal features of 
the breast tissue. It is a painless procedure and 
can take 10 to 30 minutes to perform. 

Breast Biopsy
This is performed when the Breast Radiologist  
and Breast Surgeon require more information on 
a breast lump or lesion. It is carried out under  
local anaesthetic and does not require admission.

Breast Service
• Rapid access to investigations
• Same day consultation with Breast Consultant
• Early diagnosis

How much will it cost?
A mammogram is billed directly by Laya 
Healthcare, ESB, Garda Medical Aid and VHI 
health insurance. We advise all patients to contact 
their insurance provider to check their level of 
cover at Blackrock Health Galway Clinic.
If you are attending the Triple Assessment Clinic, 
prices may vary.
For any queries, please contact our  
Radiology Department on 1800 123 450



Triple Assessment Clinic (TAC)
Triple assessment means that you undergo 
a physical assessment by a breast surgeon, 
imaging in the form of mammogram and breast 
ultrasound and possibly a needle biopsy, in one 
day. Not all patients attending TAC will need 
a biopsy but this will be determined by the 
findings of the breast surgeon and radiologist.  

What Can I Expect at TAC?
We aim to provide rapid access, quality 
investigations and expert diagnosis.  
You will meet with:
• Consultant Breast Surgeon - Clinical   
 Assessment
• A Radiology Nurse will assist you while you  
 undergo a biopsy
• Specialist Mammographer - will perform  
 your mammogram
• Consultant Breast Radiologist - report on  
 mammogram and ultrasound findings

Digital Mammography
This is a simple procedure that generates an 
image of a women’s breast. The radiographer 
positions the patient correctly before 
compressing the breast tissue to take a digital 
image which is generated in a matter of seconds. 
Digital mammography creates a clearer image 
which helps the radiologist to detect any 
abnormalities in the tissue.

Changes in the Breast
It is important for women of all ages to know 
the look and feel of their breasts and to inform 
your general practitioner of any changes. It is 
important to report changes such as: 
• A lump or thickening of the breast tissue  
 which is different to the rest of the breast
• A nipple that changes in shape or becomes  
 inverted
• Continuous pain in one part of the breast  
 or armpit
• Discharge from one or both nipples
• Rash
• If one breast changes in size and becomes  
 larger and lower
• Swelling under the armpit or around the  
 collar bone
• Skin changes including puckering or dimpling 

If you do notice any of these symptoms ask your 
doctor to refer you for triple assessment. Many 
breast lumps are benign and may be due to 
normal hormonal effects on the breast tissue. 
However, it may be necessary to have a biopsy to 
confirm this diagnosis. 

Screening Service
This service is available to any woman over 40 
years who wishes to have a mammogram. You 
do not need to have a problem with your breast 
to avail of this screening service.  A report will 
be available to your GP within 48 hours. Women 
with an abnormal mammogram will be offered 
an appointment at the Triple Assessment Clinic.


